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nobles

and the employment of ministeriales becomes henceforward
a regular practice. This use by the king of his unfree vassals
is peculiar to the German kingdom.

His relations Apart from his stepson, Ernest of Suabia, Conrad had
little difficulty with the greater nobles. In accordance with
his pledge, he did not meddle with the internal affairs of
Saxony, and so had no opposition from that quarter. Else-
where, he made no attempt to interfere with the normal
order of succession, for like Henry II he respected the here-
ditary principle. To this he was particularly attached, as
it had always been a grievance with him that the possessions
of his family had descended to the junior branch. He even
rectified Henry's one deviation from it, when in 1036 he
caused Adalbero of Carinthia to be dispossessed of his duchy
on a charge of treason, and gave it to the rightful heir, his
own cousin Conrad. But, like Henry II again, he was for-
tunate in the vacancies that gave him the opportunity of
making appointments, and he used the opportunity to
strengthen his control. Both Bavaria (in 1026) and Suabia
(in 1038) fell vacant, and he gave them both to his son
Henry, whom he had caused to be crowned king in 1028.
When Upper Lorraine fell vacant by the death of duke
Frederick in 1033, he gave it to the duke of Lower Lorraine,
Gozelo, thereby obtaining a powerful adherent who was able
to keep better order than had obtained heretofore. With
the other nobles he was usually on the best of terms. A
man after their own heart, a strong ruler and a keen soldier,
he respected in their case too the natural desire to hand on
their inheritance to their sons, giving them in this way a
certain independence from ducal control. He had his reward
when the nobles of Suabia refused to follow duke Ernest in
his revolt; but as the duchies gradually came into his own
hands, the direct adhesion to himself of the lesser nobles
was no longer of the same importance.

Duke Ernest of Suabia was practically the only important
German noble to rebel against Conrad. He seems to have
been offended at his mother's marriage with Conrad and at
being under his stepfather's tutelage during his minority.
The actual occasion of his revolt was the dispute over the
Burgundian succession. Conrad II, shortly after his elec-
tion, asserted his claim, both as the successor to Henry II
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